
RISK ASSESSMENT ELOPEMENT  
DECISION TREE 

 
Client Name: ______________________________   Date:__________ 
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Client is ambulatory or self-mobile in wheelchair. 

YES NO STOP 

 New admission who has made statements questioning the need to be here or 
 Client is cognitively impaired, with poor decision-making skills, and/or pertinent 

diagnosis or 
 Client is alert but non-compliant with protocols regarding leaving the facility. 

YES NO STOP 

 Client has a history of wandering (either in the facility or elsewhere) or 
 Opening doors to the outside and/or elopement or  
 Is making statements that they are leaving or seeking to find someone/something or 
 Displays behaviors, body language, etc. indicating an elopement may be forthcoming 

YES NO STOP 

 Care plan for high risk for elopement clients differentiating strategies for the 
cognitively intact vs. cognitively impaired individuals. 

 Educate staff  on the individual program plan for elopement risk; 
 Re-evaluate all interventions at least quarterly and revise the individualized plan as 

appropriate. 
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